
 The Barnacle 
 

Three Tree Point Yacht Club is an affordable family boating club that promotes  
enjoyment, appreciation, and care of the waters of Puget Sound 
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THE COMMODORE’S CORNER 
Pat Waters 
Commodore 
 

Hi fellow members, 
This month is very special for all of us.  It is a time of not only celebrating 
holidays but a time also to give thanks to all of you that have given gifts over 
the year.  Among these gifts are: The gift of your time in volunteering for 
yacht club activities include the Mid Sound Summer Social which in return 
gave the gift of giving to your community this year; especially to Hospitality 
House and the Des Moines food bank.  The gifts of your talents in joining and 
leading our various yacht club committees.  The gift of adventures together 
ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÒÕÉÓÅÓȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÃÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ, and finally the gift of patience 
in putting up with the on-going marina projects this year.  Thanks to all of 
you.  You are the best! 

 
Our Bylaws Update Committee is off to a good start with Debra Valpey as 
chairman.  The Youth Training Program is also off to a good start with 
Shelley Conti leading the charge.  I have asked both of them to provide a 
paragraph or two on their activities. 
 
This Thursday, December 3rd, we will have the kickoff meeting for the yacht 
Facility Committee at our home at 7 pm.  Come and join us! One of our goals 
this year is to explore the feasibility of obtaining a facility for our club to use 
as a meeting place for social, race and other events.  We have talked about it 
for years but now have a very unique opportunity to achieve it due to the 
-ÁÒÉÎÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÅÒÍ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÏÕÒ ÍÁÒÉÎÁ Á ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÙÁÃÈÔ 
clubs.  The plan includes a small shopping center, enlarged CSR facility, 
marine store, etc.   
 

 
I have asked Don and Kristie Brame to put together a team to address the Membership issue and set a goal that 
results in a substantial increase in our membership this next.  Please, if they ask you to participate, say yes.  This is 
critical in assuring a future for our club. 
 

%ÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȦ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÒÕÉÓÅȟ ÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ  7ÈÁÔ Á ÆÕÎ ÃÌÕÂȦ  
We wish you all one of those quiet, peaceful days, blessed with a warm sun, out on the water.
 
Have fun! 
Pat Waters 
 frenchsailor@comcast.net 
 

 
 

TTPYC IS 40 YEARS STRONG 

December 2009 

5 
 

Winter Vashon Island 
Southern Sound Series 

8  

General Membership Social 
Dinner 6:00 PM  

Holiday Get-Together 
Burien Azteca 

January 2010 

9 
 

Duwamish Head Race 
 Southern Sound Series 

12  

General Membership Social 
Dinner 6:00 PM  

Meeting 7:15 PM  
Burien Azteca 

16 
 

Windjammer Series, Race 1 

29  
Breeders Theater 

E. B. Foote Winery Burien 

30 
 

Windjammer Series, Race 2 

mailto:frenchsailor@comcast.net
http://www.breederstheater.com/


Our mission is to create opportunities for sharing adventure within a community of family and friends and 
exploring our marine environment. 

SOCIAL CORNER 
DEBRA & RAY VALPEY 
Co-Chair 
 

OUR DINNER MEETING -The November meeting was a hit!  Our December meeting will be at Azteca Mexican restaurant 
again (in Burien) on Tuesday December 8, 2009, after 6pm ɀ probably upstairs this time.  This will be a social event 
(no speaker) and the food will be handled more efficiently and economically with a buffet.  A mere $10 per person 
will cover your food and gratuity.  You are encouraged (but not required) to bring a White Elephant (no junk!) to 
exchange.   
Entertainment TBR.  Feliz Navidad! 
 

ARGOSY CHRISTMAS SHIP, BON FIRE AND COMMUNITY CONCERT!! 
 Wednesday, December 16th - Des Moines Beach Park 6:30-8:00pm 
The annual bon fire will be held at the Des Moines Beach Park.  Join holiday-spirited folk and enjoy complimentary 
cookies, coffee and cocoa.  The Argosy Christmas Ship will anchor offshore in front of the Des Moines Beach Park to 
perform traditional holiday songs from 7:10-7:30.  NOTE:  Choir and schedule are subject to change.  Bon fire 
scheduled weather permitting.  For bon fire information, call the Des Moines Park & Recreation Department at 
(206) 870-6527.  
Tuesday, December 8th - Redondo Community - Wooton Park - 7:00-9:30pm 
The Argosy Christmas Ship will anchor offshore and the Choir will perform from 8:50-9:10pm.   
Argosy encourages those with boats to decorate and follow in the boat parade.  For boat parade and Christmas Ship 
information, call Argosy at (206) 623-1445. 
 
BREEDERS THEATER @ E. B. FOOTE WINERY FRIDAY, JAN. 29, 2010 
Join your TTPYC compatriots for an evening of snacks, wine tasting, and musical coÍÅÄÙ ÁÔ "ÒÅÅÄÅÒÓ 4ÈÅÁÔÅÒȭÓ 
ÎÅØÔ ÐÌÁÙȟ Ȱ3ÎÏ×ÂÏÕÎÄȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÁÓÓ ÉÓ ÃÌÏÓÅÄȢ  "ÏÔÈ ×ÁÙÓȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÕÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÒÏÏÍ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ Á ËÉÌÌÅÒȢ   'Ï ÔÏ 
breederstheater.com for information re: ticket purchase.  Plan to arrive early for good seats and dress warmly; it is 
a wine cellar. 
 

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
ROSE EDMISTON 

 
ȰI am always looking for great photos to add to the albums as we cannot be at every event.ȱ 
 
 &ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ ÁÌÂÕÍÓ ɀ please contact Rose to ensure that you do 
someday. Her labeling and skill with presentation definitely captures the 40 years our club has been around; 
fashion statements, hairstyles of familiar and not so familiar faces direct everyone down memory lane.  We are 
lucky to have her continuing her documentation of our club. Thank you Rose! 
 

CRUISE CORNER 
GEORGE & DAPHNE THOMPSON 
Co-Chairs 
 

These grey days of December make us all look forward to the sailing season!  
 

By some process not fully understood, George Thompson and Daphne Mackey of Tracer ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

cruise coordinators, taking over from Buzz and Tish Greenman of Prime Meridian, who performed this function so 

ÁÂÌÙ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ &ÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȟ ÉÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÔÏ 

host the same events again this year.   
 

We have some great cruises planned this spring, starting in March with the Crab Feed on Blake Island hosted by 

Tim and Carolyn McShane of Too Fat to Fly. Next, celebrate at the Tax Relief Cruise to Bell Harbor in Seattle hosted 

by Ray and Debra Valpey of Sloe TangoȢ /Î -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ $ÁÙ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ Á ÃÒÕÉÓe to Dock Street Marina 

in Tacoma. In June, Paul and Carol Jones of Brigadoon are hosting the Maritime Days Cruise to Gig Harbor.  
 

http://www.breederstheater.com/


Our mission is to create opportunities for sharing adventure within a community of family and friends and 
exploring our marine environment. 

In the next Barnacleȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ ÃÒÕÉÓÅ ÐÌÁÎÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ 

planning to reinstate a cruise north to Desolation Sound in Canada this summer the week of July 25, following in 

ÔÈÅ ×ÁËÅ ÏÆ (-3 0ÌÕÍÐÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÖÏÙÁÇÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÁËÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÁÓÔÁÌ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁȢ  
 

So, we have a great spring cruising season to look forward to! Watch for updates each month right here in the 

Barnacle and check the website often for edits are added when necessary. (http://www.ttpyc.org/Calendar.html) 

George Thompson 

Please remember to check the Cruising Blog- cruisingwithttpyc for the beginning of what should be a great 

conversation regarding the Summer Cruise to Desolation Sound. 

 
MEMBERSHIP CORNER 
DON & KRISTIE BRAME 
Co-Chairs 
 
SHIP’S STORE CORNER 
CAROL JONES 
Chair 
#ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÉÐȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÅ ÐÁÇÅ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢ 

Requests have been made in regards to purchasing travel mugs, ceramic mugs and a calendar with the 

Three Tree Point Yacht Club logo. A storefront has been created through CafePress, which now has all of 

the above products available for you to purchase. Going this route saves Carol from having to build an 

inventory with items for products that may sit on the shelf for a long time! 

 The calendar however does not have any TTPYC logo on it. Rather 13 photos 

from our cruise to Desolation Sound and back are. Should you purchase a 

calendar from CafePress, please let me know and I will give you a sheet of stickers with the 

dates & events.  http://www.cafepress.com/slowwaters (We will bring a sample to December 8th 

gathering at Azteca.  Furthermore, we just ordered the travel mug and if we are lucky, they will arrive on the 8th as 

×ÅÌÌȢ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÏ× ȬÎ ÔÅÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÉÄÅ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÕÐÏÎȢ Thank you. Sue 

RACE FLEET CORNER 
TOM DAVIS 
Race Fleet Captain 
SHELLIE CONTI 
Assistant Race Fleet Captain 
 
With the completion of our 2009 race season we are now putting all out effort into preparing for the Duwamish 
Head Race on January 9th.  
 

We are continuing to have great support from our neighbors at Des Moines Yacht Club who have again agreed to 
host the pre-race breakfast on Saturday morning. They do a wonderful job and no doubt because of this there has 
ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȢ )ÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȢ 
 

!ÎÔÈÏÎÙȭÓ (ÏÍÅ 0ÏÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÈÏÓÔ ÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÔ ÒÁÃÅ ÐÁÒÔÙȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
!ÎÔÈÏÎÙȭÓ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÕÔ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔȢ *ÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÈÏ× ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÖÅ !ÎÔÈÏÎÙȭÓ ÈÁÓ 
been, they are planning on starting a remodel in the upstairs fine dining area of the restaurant the first week in 
January and in spite of this they are finding room to host our event. I would ask you to remember this when you 
walk past our bulletin board in front of the restaurant. When you head inside for lunch or dinner, let them know we 
ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ 4Ï ÍÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÕÒ ȰÐÁÙ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÇÏ ÙÁÃÈÔ ÃÌÕÂȱȢ  
 

I imagine you, like me, are really getting tired of the construction at the marina and unfortunately there is much 
more to come. The removal of the boat launch is complete and the contractor is getting ready to replace part of the 
sea wall. This will continue through most of the winter and will certainly impact guest moorage at the time of the 
Duwamish Head Race. We have been assured by the marina that they will be able to accommodate us but I think 

http://www.ttpyc.org/Calendar.html
http://cruisingwithttpyc.blogspot.com/
http://www.cafepress.com/slowwaters


Our mission is to create opportunities for sharing adventure within a community of family and friends and 
exploring our marine environment. 

there is little doubt that we are going to need extra help greeting and parking boats and even parking cars the 
morning of the race. In the past we have had a basic nucleus of people assigned to come down on Friday night to 
get boats into the marina. Many of you have come down on your own to help. That has always worked well but this 
year we are going to need to be a bit more organized. We may very well need to have someone man the tenant boat 
launch since the marina launch is now gone. I will be looking for volunteers. Give me a call and let me know how 
you can help. 
 

Each year we sell T-shirts for the Duwamish Head Race. They are a big hit. I think that we have had some of the 
very best shirts. Recently Sue Waters had been coming up with some great designs and now she has past the baton 
ÔÏ 4ÏÍ (ÕÂÂÁÒÄȢ )ȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÓÅÅÎ ×ÈÁÔ 4ÏÍ ÈÁÓ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔȢ ,ÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂ 
site. It would really be neat to see a bunch us wearing a Duwamish Head shirt! 
 
Youth Program Committee, we had our first meeting on November 17th and I got nominated the committee chair, 
so here I am.  
Since we had that meeting, there have been two very interesting events to help us along. First, we/Des Moines 
Marina have been offered a San Juan 24 (24 Carrot on B dock). The poor thing has been neglected for quite a few 
years and looks like heck, but is solid, and still has a full complement of good sails.  It will need some TLC and a lot 
of elbow grease to get her whipped into shape, but is do-able and the price is right ɀ free.  It may not be our 
complete solution for boats, but I think it will be a great boat for kids that want to try racing.  
 

Also, the local power squadron has a sailing class that they teach, but it is classroom work only and they were 
wondering if we had any sailors that would be willing to teach their students sailing out on the water. The 
advantage is not only that they have all the textbooks, etc., figured out and available, but also we can draw kids 
(and adults) out of their program and into sailing.  I think that this would be a good start to a program, but I also 
think that we should go to the schools and see if we can get more interested from that pool of kids as well.   
 

Our next meeting will be December 15th at the Des Moines Marina office at 7:00 PM.  If you are interested in 
becoming involved or just want to put your two cents in, you are invited to attend, or give me a call at 253-569-
4044, or drop me an email at conti@alphapre.com. 
Shelley Conti 

Assistant Race Fleet Captain & Youth Program Chair 

By-Laws Team at work 
3 Tree has recently created a By-Laws Task Force whose job is to review our By-Laws with the goal of streamlining 
and revising certain language to more clearly reflect our mission, vision, and goals.   Selected topics such as youth 
sailing, voting privileges for couples and several other timely items are also being reviewed. The current plan is to 
develop two documents: Articles of Incorporation (that will be fairly permanent) and a second document that will 
comprise our operating agreement and can be more easily altered as needed.  The team will share their up-to-date 
findings and suggestions at the February General Membership meeting. Your By-Laws Task Force consists of Debra 
Valpey (chair), Gene Ellison, Tom Hubbard, Janet Sisson, Tom Schacht, Tom Spohn, Jean Spohn, and Ray Valpey. 
Tom Sitterly may also be joining this group.  You are welcome to contact any of them if you have suggestions or 
ideas. 
Debra Valpey 

By-Laws Chair and Social Co-Chair  

Communications 

 I strongly recommend that you place our clubȭs Google Calendar link as a favorite so that you can look weekly at 

the weekȭs planned events. All attempts are made to keep it updated as new information comes to me. Another 

choice it to use the calendar webpage as a point of reference for updates. 

http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=ttpycracing@gmail.com&ctz=America/Los_Angeles 

Thank you, Sue  

mailto:conti@alphapre.com
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=ttpycracing@gmail.com&ctz=America/Los_Angeles


Our mission is to create opportunities for sharing adventure within a community of family and friends and 
exploring our marine environment. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The club with an emphasis on fun! 
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Three Tree Point Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 98700 

Des Moines, WA 98198 
www.ttpyc.org 


