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Three Tree Point Yacht Club is an affordable family boating club that promotes enjoyment, 
appreciation, and care of the waters of Puget Sound.

TTPYC Calendar of Events
2011

August

4 Mid Sound Summer Social

11 Mid Sound Summer Social

September

3 Labor Day Cruise

8 Fall Series Race 1

10 Fall Series Race 2 & 3

13 Fall General Membership 
Meeting

17 Sleep-n-Creep Cruise to Docton

24 Fall Series Race 4 & 5

October

15 Change of Watch Banquet

The Commodore's Corner
 Gone Sailing……..

 

Enjoy the great sailing weather while it lasts…..

 

David Garman

. Editor's Note:  It is August....and lately the weather has been perfect.... so this issue is a little  
short.  Blame it on the sunshine!   I mean with weather like this, who wants to be in front of the  
computer!  See you on the water!

And a special thanks to those who contributed  articles for our EXTRAS section this month! 

Kristie

        



                
Social Corner
Joan Marie, Chair

Watch for more information about our fall socials... until then join us for the Mid Sound Summer Social 
and Cruising! The Fall General Meeting will be held September 13.  Watch for more details.

Cruise Corner
Cruise Co-Chair Malcome & Katie Grothe

 Keep watching our website for more information on the Labor Day Cruise and don't forget the Sleep 
and Creep September 17-18.

Race Fleet Corner
SHELLEY  CONTI

Race Fleet Captain
GORDON KELLS-MURPHY

Assistant Race Fleet Captain

It’s going to be a fun summer!
Shelley



Committee Reports

Mid –Sound Summer Social
Debra Valpey, Chair

MID SOUND SUMMER SOCIAL -- 
ONLY TWO MORE WEEKS!

Our 2011 Mid Sound Summer Social has 
only two more weeks to go. Please join 
us for these last two magical evenings!

August 4
Theme: Pets Who Sail (bring your pets?)
Major Sponsors: Cox Financial and 
Ullman Sails
Hosts: Ray and Debra Valpey and Doug 
and Sharon Andrews

August 11
Theme: Ugly(?) Hawaiian Shirts (bring 
your ukuleles too?)
Major Sponsors: Des Moines Marina and B & E Meats
Host: Tom and Jean Spohns

Remember that we sail for the joy of it and for the benefit of  
Hospitality House, the Des Moines Food Bank, and for the Youth Sailing  
Program! Please remind your crew to be as generous as possible to  
those in our community who are hungry and homeless.
Lots of great prizes yet to give away!

Contact Debra Valpey if you have questions (206-953-5704 or Debravalpey@comcast.net) and let's 
meet on the water!

Membership
Doug and Sharon Andrews
Co-Chairs
Three more members!  This is a great year for TTPYC!  
Editors note:  Check out the fancy new lighted banner Doug made for our membership table!  You can 
see it at the MSSS dinners!



EXTRAS!

 Congratulations, Ryan!  
Three Tree Point Yacht Club was well represented at the Signature Yacht's annual rendezvous in Pt 
Ludlow this past weekend. One of TTPC's newest members, Larry Tughan and Ryan Hubbard (son of 
Tom & Kersten Hubbard) proudly represented TTPYC in a "Build a Boat" contest. They discovered the 
very essence of building a sailboat: wood, sailcloth, styrofoam, string, duct tape, and plain luck.
 
The challenge was simple: build a boat from scraps and race it from the fuel dock to the slip. The 8 
competing boats were made from materials including beer cans, water 
bottles, styrofoam food containers and wall insulation.
 
Larry Tughan enlisted the aid of friend and honorary TTPYC-member-for-
a-weekend, Greg, who is a Boeing engineer. Larry and Greg chose scrap 
lumber, duct tape, and string to build their trimaran with custom burgundy 
sails, complete with a complex multiple rudder system. If it was a beauty 
contest, she would have won!

 
Ryan worked solo using two pieces of styrofoam held together with duct tape and staples, a piece of 
sailcloth that looked like a monkey trimmed it, masking tape, and two shims. His father, Tom, added 
the finishing touch with a North Sails logo on the sail.

 
In the crowd watching the race was none other than legendary master boat 

builder, Tom Schock, President of W.D. Schock Co.
 
There were multiple vessels lost at sea during the race. In a surprise win, the boat 

which sailed smoothly and incredibly straight was created by none other than 
Ryan Hubbard. Larry Tughan's boat came in a distant second after a slight 

altercation with a 38-foot powerboat docking at the fuel dock. A Coast Guard 
investigation is underway.

 
Following a celebratory dinner, Tom Schock took a few minutes to critique the top three boats (the 
only boats that didn't sink)  and presented a second-place ribbon to Larry and a first place trophy to 
young boat builder Ryan. 
 
Ryan Hubbard said the high point of the weekend wasn't winning, but 
getting to meet the builder of the Lidos he sailed at the Des Moines sailing 
camp, and the builder of a boat featured in a reading book he just finished 
reading.

Tom Hubbard 
 
Great Job, Ryan, And Congratulations Youth Sailing!
 



And on a more somber note...
I received this information from Tom Schatt.   

Chicago-Mackinac Race-100 Knots and Off the Clock

The Chicago Yacht Club's 103rd Race to Mackinac is  presented by Veuve
Clicquot.   Hearing that it's windy and rainy is one thing. Hearing that water
is vaporizing all around you is a completely different tale of horror.
    
Tim Prophit, owner and co-skipper of Fast Tango, a North American 40 out of
the Bayview Yacht Club, and his crew have seen the other side. In fact,
their descriptions of the 'strobing' lightning and 'white water everywhere'
are on an entirely different level than anything that racing sailors in
North America have seen in many, many decades. 

But then again, how often have North American Corinthian sailors seen
sustained winds of 100 knots? Answer: never.

Tragically, WingNuts, a Kiwi 35, capsized during this meteorological melee
and two sailors, Mark Morley and Suzanne Bickel, from Saginaw, MI were lost.

Some back story: For the 361 raceboats entered in the Chicago Yacht Club's
(CYC) 103rd Race to Mackinac, the first 30 hours (tack on 24 hours for the
cruising boats) were brochure-quality sailing. No bugs, plenty of breeze
from the right angle, a kindly sea-state, warm air and spinnakers
punctuating the horizon as far as the eye could see. Nothing broken about
this picture at all...yet.

The dogs came howling off their chains on Sunday night (July 17), sometime
around 2300 hours, EST. According to several different sources (all racing
sailors), the breeze (18 knots) was coming from the south before the
maelstrom struck. Sheet lighting started illuminating the sky, and the
scramble became one of getting the kites down and hoisting heavy-air sails. 
    
For Prophit and his Fast Tango crew, the feeling was that this storm would
produce intense, short-lived winds of the one-or-two minute variety-the sort
of squall that simply requires running off and letting the action pass
before resuming the race. According to Peter Wenzler,  Prophit's co-skipper
aboard Fast Tango, this was a very, very different situation.

'We were within five miles of WingNuts, about 3.5 miles east and 1.5 miles
south,' said Wenzler. 'We didn't think we were going to get anything like
this. We were flying a reduced spinnaker that we had re-cut into a
[heavy-air] Asymmetrical kite. The wind came up pretty quickly, we didn't
shock-load the sail or anything-it just disintegrated, parting at the head
and down its tapes. We quickly put up the brand-new Number 3 [headsail].
Then the wind [clocked] from about 145 degrees to-BANG!-about 265. The wind
was then coming down in vertical shafts.

'It came up really quickly to 60 knots, which we've sailed through enough
times to know what it's like. Usually, it blasts through after a minute or
two, then it's over and we can keep going. So when the stuff really hit the
fan, the instinct is to bear off and run with it, initially-we didn't have
time to drop the sails or put in a reef.



'We're just screaming downwind-the water had been pretty flat-and I'm doing
my best to stay under the rig, hoping that I didn't wipeout too badly. It
was unbelievable! I'm not sure how fast we were going, but water was just
BLASTING off the side of the boat. I had three guys up on the foredeck,
trying to get the jib down, and then the boat just dove down, right into the
lake. So we called everyone back [from the foredeck]; I figured that if the
bow goes in [to the lake any further] that I'd lose control of the rudder.

'It just never stopped. It just came on stronger and stronger. It got to the
point where we just had to stop and lay the boat down. Heaving-to wasn't an
option. 

'Our owner always tracks [and graphs] information coming off the anemometer
on his laptop-after [the worst of the storm] had passed, we took a
photograph of the screen. There was a twenty-minute section in there where
we were obviously exposed to some very challenging conditions. 

'There was about a seven-minute section where the wind was pegged between
the instrument's maximum, which is 100 knots [Ed. Note: 100 knots is 115 mph
or 200 kilometers per hour], and 90 knots. It's just blasting out there. 

There was more wind than I've ever experienced in 35 years of racing all
over the Great Lakes and on the oceans, and I've been through tons of
squalls. This thing was different.

'The boat really handled it beautifully. It's absolutely watertight. We
ended up just laying her down,' said Wenzler. 

'We were going sideways at nine knots!' ventured another Fast Tango
crewmember who was standing by during the interview.

'We were at a point where the waterline was above the cabin-house windows,'
said Wenzler. 'The rig was out of the water, with the mainsail just above
the water. [Brett Zimmerman] was using his body to fill the companionway. We
had [companionway] boards but they were down below and this was happening
now. 

'I think it was a downburst, so we were screaming along in this ridiculous
wind that was in front of whatever happened, and it was over-taking us. It
went from a dead run to a bit of a reach, it overtook us, and [then] it was
smack-dab on top of us, blowing with more force than I've ever seen in my
life. 

'The water was vaporized...pulverized... In the cockpit there was water up
to my knees, and it was white. And the water outside the boat was also
white. I was standing on the side of the cockpit, driving, crouched within
the wheel frame, with my head ducking below the windward side of the cockpit
so that I could see the instruments. Believe it or not, we were still able
to give the boat some [steerage]. 

'It didn't stop! It just kept going. The lightning was strobing. It was
black and then white; there was so much of it that it was white all the
time. Water was everywhere. Then the boat was lying on [her] side. It felt
like capsizing a Thistle [e.g., a much smaller boat].

'I'm not sure how long it lasted, but it was longer than anything that I've
ever experienced before. We were like a watermelon seed, being squeezed
between two fingers-we were absolutely pressed against the surface of the



water. Some crewmembers who were on the rail were thinking about how they
were going to escape the lifelines if the boat went over.' 

'It was 12 minutes of sustained winds over 50 knots,' said Prophit, who
compared the experience to standing in the direct wash of a jet engine.

'Horrific conditions, for sure. It can be imagined that the WingNuts crew
experienced a similar set of conditions. Given that a 40-footer was put on
her side in this weather, it seems that the scene on WingNuts was far, far
worse.

According to race regulations, all boats are must carry a GPIRB (a
GPS-enabled emergency locator beacon] or a liferaft. The Chicago Mackinac
Race shares the same safety requirements with the Bayview Mackinac Race. The
crew of WingNuts took safety extremely seriously. Rather than simply
carrying one GPIRB aboard, each crewmember was wearing his or her own
personal beacon. Moreover, each crewmember was wearing a PFD and they were
all also tethered to the yacht, as per sailing's universally accepted best
practices. 

While WingNuts did not have a liferaft aboard, multiple ocean-racing experts
agree that it could well have been useless. In winds potentially exceeding
100 knots, the raft's tether line (attaching it to the yacht so that the
crew can safely board the liferaft) could have immediately chaffed through,
likely succumbing to friction between the tether line and/or lifelines or
the yacht's anti-skid deck. 

Moreover, in winds potentially exceeding 100 knots, the liferaft could have
immediately cartwheeled away from the yacht. This happened during the 1998
Sydney-Hobart Race, with crew aboard, in less wind.

Safety tethers have been proven to have saved countless lives, and their use
is absolutely the best accepted practice for sailing offshore, at night, or
anytime that there is even the slightest chance of a crewmember going
overboard; PFDs, of course, should be worn at all times. These practices
were exceeded by the WingNuts crew.

'An accident in sailing affects all of us who spend time on the water,' said
Gary Jobson, President of US SAILING. 'There are always lessons to be
learned from tragedies. It's important that the appropriate parties take the
time to thoroughly review all the factors that have taken place. Early
indications, based on the report of the crew that were present, is that the
accepted standard practices were met, including each member of the crew
[wearing] a GPIRB. I would like to add my personal condolences to the family
and crew that were part of this sad event.

'Just last week, I participated in the Marblehead-Halifax Race,' continued
Jobson. 'We had a record-breaking run. I kept my safety harness attached to
the boat during the nighttime hours.'

According to Chicago Yacht Club race officials, WingNuts was removed from
race documents immediately following the disaster in an effort to protect
the lost sailors' families. This was by no means intended to hide
information-only to help provide some privacy to the close-knit family crew
aboard WingNuts amidst the media frenzy of the past 36 hours. 

The CYC will republish WingNuts data on their website, in due course.

Here is a partial list of the boats that stood by to assist during the



tragedy: Turning Point, La Tempete, Sociable Buzz, J Crew'd, Northstar,
Nautilus, MENTAL, Que Loco II, Timberwolf, Gauntlet, Usual Suspect, Bozos
Circus, Lady K, and Say Uncle. 

Specifically, Robert Arzbaecher's Sociable, a Beneteau 40.7 from the
Milwaukee Yacht Club, deserves special mention, as they successfully rescued
six of WingNuts surviving crewmembers. While Arzbaecher and crew have
requested privacy during this difficult time, they deserve to be recognized
as heros.

The loss of two sailors from the WingNuts crew is the worst tragedy in the
race's proud 103-year history. 

Please take a long moment of silence to honor two lost members of our
extended sailing family. Please also seriously consider the safety equipment
on your boat, and constantly re-familiarize yourself and your crew on the
best MOB practices. 

While the WingNuts crew undoubtedly practiced excellent seamanship, and
best-accepted practices, their boat was simply no match for 100-knot winds. 

Sadly, this is a stark reminder that all boaters must accept the fact
that-while extremely rare-these sorts of freak storms are a possibility that
every skipper must be prepared to encounter.

For more information on the Chicago Yacht Club's 103rd Race to Mackinac,
please visit www.cycracetomackinac.com

David Schmidt, Sail-World USA Editor
www.sail-world.com
   



Three Tree Point Yacht Club 
TTPYC is an affordable family boating club that promotes enjoyment, appreciation, and care of the waters of 

Puget Sound. 

CALENDAR OF UP COMING RACE EVENTS 

 
Mid Sound Social  August 5 & 11, 2011 
FALL SERIES      September 8, 10 & 24, 2011 
COMMODORES TROPHY     October 1, 2011 
Grand Pix      October 21 - 23, 2011 
WINTER SERIES      November 5 & 19,2011 
Vashon Island TYC (SSS #1)       December 3, 2011 
DUWAMISH HEAD (SSS #2)     January 7, 2012 

Registration forms are to be sent with check made out to TTPYC to: TTPYC/Attention Race Registrar/P.O. 
Box 99700/ Des Moines, WA 98198-0700 

Mark Your Calendars!



2010-2011 Bridge Officers and Trustees

COMMODORE  David Garman
VICE COMMODORE  Debra Valpey

TREASURER Caroline McShane

SECRETARY Laura Crews

PAST COMMODORE  Pat Waters 
RACE FLEET CAPTAIN  Shelley Conti
ASSISTANT RACE FLEET CAPTAIN  Gordon Kells-Murphy
TRUSTEES Gene Ellison,  Tom Hubbard, Don Brame, Jerry Stephenson,  Dave 
Klein

APPOINTED OFFICERS

CRUISE CHAIR/S Katie & Malcolm Grothe

REGISTRAR Bob Post

SOCIAL CHAIR  Joan Marie

RACE SCORER 
RACE HANDICAPPER Pat Waters

MEMBERSHIP Sharon & Doug Andrews

RECORDS &  ROSTER Tom Schacht

HISTORIAN Rose Edmiston

SHIP’S STORE Carol Jones

Barnacle Editor  Kristie Brame 
WEBMASTER Sue Waters

 



    Three Tree Point Yacht Club
. .  P O Box 98700

 ,  Des Moines WA 98198
. .www ttpyc org


